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16Jeremiah Huntting (1811-1867), abutting property owner.
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Rattray p. 400.
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SAMUEL TERRILL OF EASTHAMPTON AND BROOKHAVEN:
COLONIAL BLACKSMITH

Audrey Terrill MacLellan

The surname of Terrill appears in Suffolk County history from
the seventeenth century to the present day and is honored in
the place name of the Terrell River. This article will cover only
the colonial period of Long lIsland as it relates to Samuel Terrill
and his probable early descendants.

Samuel Terrill was baptised on October 31, 1647 in Milford.
Connecticut. He was the son of Roger Terrill and Abigail
(Ufford).1 Samuel is first reported living in Easthampton in 1678
according to their tax rolls. A blacksmith by trade, Samuel was
engaged by the town of Brookhaven in 1680 to come and practice
his trade there for three years as a condition of receiving land.
He was to be given twenty acres of land, seven for a home lot,
five acres in the little Neck, and the rest of the land to be
located in the new southwest division (Setauket). Blacksmiths
were important citizens of colonial America. Whilst we think of
them for their farrier work in the shoeing of horses and oxens,
they were also important for the nails, primitive tools and other
items necessary for an agricultural economy.

Samuel left behind in Easthampton his younger brother Thomas
who was also a blacksmith. In 1694 Thomas Terrill sold eight
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acres of land to Robert Hudson who was probably his apprentice.
Robert Hudson was a nephew of Samuel and Thomas Terrill: he
was the natural child of Hannah Terrill and Robert Hudson of
Rye, New York. Thomas Terrill moved to Rahway, New Jersey,
and later to Elizabeth, Essex County, where he and his sons
continued the blacksmith trade.?2

By April 1681 the town meeting of Brookhaven voted and agreed
to the land arrangements that were paramount to Samuel residing
in Brookhaven. Samuel continued to acquire more land; in 1682
Thomas Biggs arranged to take five pounds worth of trade in
blacksmithing for partial payment of land. In 1684 Robert Gouls-
berg sold to Samuel a half "commeg"--a common lot. If this
common lot was marsh land. Samuel would find it very useful for
the purpose of thatching roofs.

In January 1684 Samuel and Abigail had a son Samuel, and his
b_u'th was duly reported in the Brookhaven town record. Infant
life was uncertain in those days. On April 29, 1685 Abigail
agreed to take into lodging the seven month old daughter of
Benjamin Gould. (The mother had probably died.) Baby girl
I"(;“.'cnuld died less than a month later and was buried on the 19th of
ay.

Family tradition has claimed Indian heritage in the Samuel Terrill
line; i.e., "“the original Terrill married an Indian, possibly of the
Nissequoge tribe."3 This legend may have originated in the
Indian deed by Wophege given on December 13, 1688 to Samuel
Terrill for land in an area on Yamphank Neck. Wophege granted
the land "...for and in consideration of ye good will and Affec-
tion which | have & Doe Bare unto Samuel Terrill..." The deed
later mentions "sundry gifts and benefits" received from Samuel.

Samuel's relationships with the Indians were not always friendly.
On July 7, 1686 Samuel, along with Samuel Dayton, Jonathan
Rose and Walter Jones, had to appear before the Governor
General's Council regarding a petition from the Indian, Tacha-
nick. Tachanick had objected that the inhabitants of Brookhaven

Egd built houses and broken up land without any satisfaction to
im.

Misfortune struck the Samuel Terrill family on December 1, 1698.
"By a fire kindled in the thatch of his house" all his goods,
clothes and provisions were destroyed. His fellow townsmen
petitioned the Earl of Bellmont, the colonial Governeor: “that he,
Samuel, having a wife and six small children...be granted au-
thority for the collecting and receiving the charity of well dis-
posed persons." Signators included Richard Smith, Adam Smith,
John Tuthill, Matthew Helm (fourteen in total).%

Imme_diately afterwards there was a flurry of land sales as Samuel
Terrill sold off property in order to raise money. In 1701 it was
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reported that Samuel had moved from Brookhaven. In 1704
Samuel sold to his brother Daniel land that he had inherited from
his father Roger. It appears from witnessing agreements that
they signed that Samuel and his wife Abigail were living in East
Moriches. In 1706 Samuel bought land from Henry Smith. The
last known land transaction that Samuel made was in 1714 when
land in Warranta (Waracto Neck) was sold to Sarah Conklin. At
that time, Samuel would have been 67 years old.

What happened to the six small children? How did they grow up,
and where did they go? First of all, Samuel, Jr., is the only
one that can be positively identified as belonging to this family.
Samuel Terrill, Jr., was married to Abigail Baldwin in Milford,
CT, on August 17, 1710. They had a son Lemuel born Sept. 10,
1711.5 The Brookhaven town record reports that the town re-
ceived a petition in 1731 because of "half rights" of a common lot
not being used by Samuel Terrill. Samuel, Jr., must have re-
turned to Long Island later, for in 1738 he was granted a permit
to be proprieter and owner of Yamphank Neck. This was the
parcel of land that Samuel, Sr., had been deeded by the Indian
Wophege. The son of Samuel, Jr., was also a Samuel and a
weaver by trade. From his will made in 1765 he can be identi-
fied as a member of this family for he makes arrangements to
care for his brother Lemuel.

Adam Terrill, Yeoman, of Wading River was a probable son of the
first Samuel. Adam first appears in the Brookhaven town re-
cords in 1717 regarding a land purchase in Wading River. In
1727 he received property from the town clerk, Daniel Brewster;
this property could have been land owned by Samuel, Senior.
Adam was listed in the 1741 tax rolls. The last notice we have
of Adam Terrill in Suffolk County is an unsigned deed for a half
"commage" of land in Wading River in 1749. Many of these land
transactions involved either the Daytons or Robert Hudson of
Easthampton.? 1In 1753 in South Jersey Adam Terrill's name
appears on the purchase of sale of parsonage land for a Presby-
terian Church. The other signatures on this document include
many surnames familiar to Long Island. They include Jonas
Dayton, Samuel Leek, Nehemiah Veal and Abraham Rose.8 Was it
possible that an entire boatload of Long lIsland settlers sailed to
South Jersey to start a new life for themselves there?

A John Terrill first appeared in the 1707 Brookhaven town re-
cords when his wife "Philadelphia" inherited some land in Lyme,
CT. Could he have been a son of Samuel? He does seem to
have had some of the same propensity for bad luck as Samuel,
Sr. On January 22, 1721 Brookhaven town paid ten shillings for
the relief of John Terrill's wife and children. Did John go to
sea and not return for the winter? By November 24, 1722 he
had returned and witnessed a quit claim deed made by lIssac
Dayton, Jr., after the death of his father Issac, Sr. The deed
is recorded in Brookhaven; the deed may have been signed
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either there or in New Haven, CT. The years must have been
kinder to the John Terrill family.- Twenty-two years later they
were living in Lyme, CT, and John and Philadelphia gave proper-
ty to their son John.9

James Terrill of Brookhaven and Hunterdon County, Jersey, was
another possible son of Samuel. In 1719 James and his wife
Joyce Bryant received property from her father. James died at
a rather young age on December 12, 1728 in Hopewell Township,
Hunterdon, West Jersey. He left three small children.10

Life was not easy for our colonial ancestors. They moved fre-
quently across both Long Island Sound and down into the Jer-
seys, probably for a combination of family and economic reasons.
This concludes the backgound on the early Terrills in Brookha-
ven. There were also Terrills living in the Southold area during
the same time, but no relationship between the two family groups
has been established.

Notes:

If not otherwise specified, sources are from the Brookhaven town
records or the Suffolk County land records.

1. Jacobus, Donald Lines. "The Terrill Family of
Connecticut."” The American Genealogist, January 1949.

2. ibid.

3_. Melchione, Pat. History of Kings' Park, 1974. An unpub-
lished manuscript, courtesy of Three Village Historical Society.

4. Petition by Samuel Terrill. New York Colonial manuscripts,
42:119. Original is in New York State Library, Albany.

5. Jacobus, ibid.

6. New Jersey Archives. Wills, 1765.

7. Woodhull papers. Unpublished archival material, Wading

River Historical Society.

8. Deerfield Presbyterian Church, Deerfield, New lJersey.
Agreement to purchase land, August 4, 1753. Available through
the courtesy of the Church Archives.

9. New London, Connecticut. Land Records, 1664-1800.

10. New lJersey Archives. Wills, 1729.
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NEWS FROM THE SOCIETY
STAFF CHANGES ABOUND
Library

We have experienced a number of important staff
changes over the last few months; in fact it's hard to
know where to begin. our Librarian, Warne Randall,
moved on to follow other pursuits in March. Warne did
an excellent job during his tenure, and he will be
missed. He has stayed in touch and continues to give
volunteer time in the Library, when he is able. During
our search for a new Librarian we learned that David
Kerkhof, our former Librarian, was considering a return
to New York. several long telephone consultations
followed, and before we knew it, Dave had accepted his
former position. He began work on August 8th, and it
now seems as if he never left. If you have an opportu-
nity to stop in to see Dave and welcome him back, or to
just stop in to see what's new, we hope you will do so.

We want to thank all of our members for their
support and their patience during the period when we
did not have a Librarian. Dave is working through the
backlog of research gquestions that accumulated. We
also want to take this opportunity to thank all of the
volunteers who worked hard to maintain Library services
during that pericod. Richard Baldwin, Richard Brooks,
Lois DeWall and Ned Smith all took turns at the helm,
and with their help we were able to keep the Library
open. Staff members Wally Broege, Diane Perry and
Susan Sanfilippo also took time away from busy sched-
ules and helped when necessary.

Receptionist & Weathervane Gift Shop

In July Janet Ancona, our Shop Manager since 1994,
retired. Julie Governale, who had been our Reception-
ist for one year, accepted the position as Weathervane
Shop Manager. She is a life-long resident of Long
Island who enjoys meeting people and telling them about
the Society and gift shop. She brings a great deal of
enthusiasm and energy to the job, and we all wish her
well.

Eileen Stanzoni joined the staff in June 1997.
Her work at the Society is supported by the Senior
Community Service Employment Program (SCSEP), as was
Julie's when she was the Receptionist. Eileen is a
retired secretary who has both typing and organization-
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JOHN TERRILL OF BROOKHAVEN AND LYME. CT: AN UPDATE

Edward H. L. Smith, IIl SCHS # 1950

Audrey Terrill MacLellan, in her recent article on Samuel
Terrill, examined the question of whether John Terrill of Brook-
haven, who later moved to Lyme, Connecticut, was a son of
Samuel ("Samuel Terrill of Easthampton and Brookhaven: Colonial
Blacksmith", SCHS Register, vol. XXIl, no. 3, Winter 1996, pp.
83-86). While circumstannces suggested he was Samuel's son,
definite evidence was not available.

We are happy to report that proof has now come to light.
In the Society's Library is a transcript of a journal made by
Curdon Saltonstall in January 1745 ("Journal from New London to
Brookhaven & South: Began Jany 21st 1744/5", manuscript copy
and transcribed copy, as taken from File No. 10755-1944, Camer-
on Estates Inc. vs. George T. Deering et al, Suffolk County
Clerk's Office). Saltonstall was apparently conducting a survey
of the bounds of Winthrop's Patent in Suffolk County for the
Winthrop family of New London, Connecticut. On 28 January his

entry concerned lands which "Old Samuel Terrell® had sold to
Jonathan Rose. Regarding this transaction, the journal notes
"Ancient Wittnesses probably Living-John Terrell Son of Sam at
Lime in Conecticutt-..." (Ibid., p.5).
00o
NOTA BENE

Platt Family Reunion: The Platt Family Association's annual
reunion will be held Saturday, 10 July 1999, in Milford, CT. It
is for descendants of Richard Platt of Milford and for those of
Thomas Platt of Burlington, NJ. Isaac and Epenetus Platt, sons
of Richard, settled in Huntington, LI. Contact person is Rich-
ard N. Platt, Jr., 132 Platt Lane, Milford, CT 06460-2054. Tel.
(203) 878-6094. E-mail rnplatt@ix.netcom.

Suffolk County, NYGenWeb site and more: For those pursuing
genealogical research online, you may want to check out the
Suffolk County NYGenWeb site at <http://genexchange.com/
nygenweb/suffolk/>. It has historical accounts, biographies,
links to numerous databases, queries, etc. The site is operated
by Joanne and Anthony Abby., who also operates the Genealogical
Exchange & Surname Registry <http://genexchange.com.> Visi-
tors to that site can subscribe to LI-Rooters, a mailing list
devoted to Long lIsland genealogy and history. Historical Advi-
sor for the Suffolk GenWeb site is a long-time SCHS member,
David Roberts (#70).
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